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The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial mem- 
bership organization, seeks to deepen within the Church, the sense 
of social obligation and opportunity to study, from the Christian 
point of view, social problems and their solutions; and to promote 
social action in the spirit of Jesus. The Federation rejects the 
method of the struggle for profit as the economic base for society 
and seeks to replace it with social-economic planning to develop a 
Society without class or group discriminations and privileges. In 
seeking these objectives the Federation does not commit its mem- 
bers to any specific program, but remains an inspirational and edu- 
cational agency, proposing social changes by democratic decision, 
not by violence. 


Number 1 


YOUR LAST CHANCE TO PAY UP AND VOTE ON NAME 
AND OFFICE! 


Closing date for ballots on name and office is February 1. Your 
vote counts only if you are a voting member paid up for this fiscal 
year, 1952-53. If you want your vote to count, send it in at once— 
together with your dues for the current fiscal year if you are behind. 


MORE ON NAME AND OFFICE 


No person nor any organization should haul down a flag in defer- 
ence to the hysteria. This only aggravates the hysteria. If all of us 
think all the thoughts we would think if there were no hysteria, say 
all we would do if there were no hysteria, then there will be no 

hysteria. So M.F.S.A. SHOULD KEEP ITS PRESENT NAME AND 
_ ADDRESS. —CHRISTINE HUFFORD, Whitmore, Calif. 


Your Bulletin is in the fight for a decent America. Fight against 
_ the changes demanded of your group until you are given an adequate 
_ hearing and the issues made clear to the majority. 
—WILLIAM ARCHER, Torrington, Conn. 
* I believe the office should be moved. I note that Francis McPeek 
_of the Congregationalists has his office in his home in a suburb of 
Chicago. This is the address of his Labor Letter and the point of 
_ departure for his travels. —CARL SOULE, Chicago, Ill. 


: I believe we should change the name of the organization. How- 
ever, I do not find any of those which we are asked to vote on as 


; 


very felicitous, I certainly confirm the vote of the Executive Com- 
“mittee that we should change our office location as recommended by 
General Conference. I hope that we will not be wasting more 
and energy in matters of this kind. We have already exploited 
"more than a quadrennium with such questions as our focal issues. 
—WA€ALTER G. MUELDER, Boston, Mass. 


I would not change the Federation’s name. That request of the 
eneral Conference was made without full or adequate discussion of 
2 matter. It was done in an atmosphere of hysteria and haste and 
loes not deserve to be complied with. I would not vacate the rooms 
150 Fifth Avenue. Under the New York State law, as I under- 
stand it, the Federation has a right to remain there; and it was 


—CHESTER A. SMITH, Peekskill, N. Y. 

: ee with Brother Wahlberg’s letter in the recent Bulletin on 
matter of a name 
ne as well as the same ee Fear and Digits from above are 
agers for change indeed. 

Baars __ —-WARREN STEINKRAUS, Greencastle, Ind. 

, Ward's letter in the Noy. issue is very good. I am for 
tion that the Council of Bishops appoint a commission to 
rigate the whole matter and frame a report » for next Genctal— 


eee —EDWIN, A. ROBINSON, San Diego, Calif. 
; strange it seems indeed that the Methodist. Federation for 
io: be required t to = peer oes a Methodist. 


roper for. Bente Conference, in my gia to take that 


and urge the retention of the same | 


ST. LOUIS POST DISPATCH FEATURES M.F.S.A. 


Under the heading “Heresy Hunt on by Methodist Opponents of 
Social Federation—Circuit Riders Cry Communism in Attempt to 
Oust Liberal Group—‘Confidential’ Pamphlet Attacks Organization” 
—the Post-Dispatch recently featured an article by its special corres- 
pondent F. A. Behymer, a Methodist layman. Describing Circuit 
Rider agitation before and after General Conference, the article 
links (as response to such conservative pressure) both the General 
Conference action on M.F.S.A. and its action to weaken the Metho- 
dist Social Creed by deleting the demand for “subordination of the 
profit motive to the creative cooperative spirit’ and substituting the 
stand for “acquisition of property by Christian processes and the 
right of private ownership thereof.” Pointing out that the Confer- 
ence refused a request by Federationists for “a full investigation of 
all organizations using the word Methodist” (e.g. » the Circuit 
Riders!) , that no Negro speaker could get the floor in the debate, 
and that 8 out of 10 anti-M.F.S.A. speakers were from southern 
white jurisdictions—the article contrasted the Conference actions on 
MLF.S.A. and the Methodist Social Creed with these words in the 
Episcopal Address of the Bishops: “There have always been both 
preachers and laymen among us who want to declare out of bounds 
any Methodist who dares to think and preach independently and 
creatively upon the issues of the current social and economic order. 
They profess a great love for their church, they have a heavy stake — 
in the preservation of the existing order, and they want their church 
to stay off controversial subjects and proclaim what they so naively 
call ‘the old-fashioned: gospel’.” The article also contrasted M.F.S.A. 
aims (as defined’ in the Bulletin masthead and in the program for 
peace, civil liberties for all, racial equality and brotherhood, eco- 
nomic justice and social welfare) with Circuit Riders aims: to sup- 
port Methodist leaders who oppose “socialistic” and “communistic” 
and other “anti-American” teachings in the Church; and to get 


M.F.S.A. to change its name and office “and remove its influence 4 


from our church.” 


Despite Circuit Rider agitation, the article concluded that 


“Southern Illinois Methodists who hear the hoofbeats without — 
trembling, quote Bishop Gerald Kennedy, who urged the Federation 
not ‘to retreat, or apologize or play sate’ when the Circuit Rider: 
come and not to be content with ‘a church that is successful if it 
has no criticism, enough money to pay bills and a sweet — jk 
message’.” f 


BALLOT ON ORGANIZATION NAM % 
(All Voters—Vote on Both 1 and 2 Below ; 

1. Shall the organization’s name be changed? Y : 
2. Incase a change is voted, check the fares 
fc or write your own: ae 

a. Methodists Federated for Social Acciod 3 
_b. AFellowshipof Methodists fora Christian: 
c ee for ee ee ete 


THE GOALS OF M.F.S.A. 


(From Assoc. Secretary W.T. Brown’s Report to Exec. Commuttee) 
Today we are passing through one of those great revolutionary 
periods in the history of man. These are days of conflicting political, 
social and economic ideologies. A great battle is being fought for 
the minds of men. Colonialism is on the way out. The great masses 
of people all over the world are demanding economic and social 
ustice. 
What is the function of the Methodist Federation for Social 
Action in days like these? In these days when academic freedom, 
freedom of association, freedom of press, and even freedom of 
pulpit are under fire, the Methodist Federation for Social Action can 
dedicate itself to free inquiry, to the discovery of the truth, and to 
following the truth wherever the truth may lead. 

In a world where there is a potential economy of abundance, the 
Federation must cry out and work for a social order wherein every 
man, woman, and child will have sufficient food, clothing, shelter, 
medical care, and cultural and recreational facilities. 

In a world where people are still segregated because of race and 
color, the Federation must say that in the light of the New Testa- 
ment teaching of love, the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood 
of man, and the dignity of human personality, racial segregation is 
a sin—it is wicked! We must tell America that one of her greatest 
social sins is the sin of racial segregation. This is true whether racial 
segregation is practiced by The Methodist Church or any other social 
institution. 

In a world still torn by war, we must say that the spirit of Jesus 
and the spirit of war cannot live in the same world. We must call 
for and work for an end to the senseless slaughter now going on in 
Korea. We in the Federation believe that North Koreans and South 
Koreans, Chinese and Americans, Russians and English, French and 
Africans, and all other nations can live together in peace if they ate 
willing to pay the price of love, justice, and brotherhood. More 
than ever before may we dedicate ourselves to the cause of peace. 

(Secretary Brown also described his promotional and chapter- 
furthering efforts in the Baltimore area, and his plans for similar 
work in the near future. He announced the formation of a South 
Carolina Conference M.F.S.A. Chapter with the following Confer- 
ence leaders as chapter officers: Rev. I. D. Newman, Dist. Supt.°& 
1952 General Conference delegate, President; Mrs. Robt. K. Gor- 
don, Pres. of the Conference W.S.C.S. & 1952 General Conference 
delegate, Secretary; Mr. J. E. Williams, a socially minded lay dele- 
gate to General Conference, Treasurer. ) 


FEDERATION ACTS ON CURRENT ISSUES 


Sustained both by formal vote of the Executive and National 
Committees and by rank-and-file membership balloting M.F.S.A. has 
taken the following actions: 

1. Civil Rights Legislation. Directed the Administrative Com- 
Mittee to support this legislation, working with NAACP and othets, 
as in the past. - 

2. Segregation in Washington. Asked the new President to fulfill 
his campaign pledge to abolish. 

3. Freedom of Travel. Asked the new Secretary of State, Mr. 
Dulles, and the State Dept. to end current ban on all travel to 
U‘S.S.R. and its allied countries, and to grant passports as a basic 
citizenship right without se pes screening. 

Free Exchange of Information Between Countries. Com- 
mended N. Y. Times for editorial support of such exchange and for 
Opposing current government restrictions on some publications for- 
merly admitted from the U.S.S.R. and allied countries. 

5. Commutation of Death Sentences Imposed on Ethel and Julius 
Rosenberg. Asked the President to exercise clemency in these cases, 
since: (a) No U. S. Civil Court has ever before pronounced a death 
sentence in such a case; (b) Others convicted for the same offense 
received much lighter sentences; and Mrs. David Greenglass—who 
confessed to the offense herself and was a prosecution witness against 
the Rosenbergs—has not even been indicted, though named in the 
indictment against the Rosenbergs as a co-conspirator. =~ 


6. A Hearing for the Tunisians at the U. N. Asked the U. S. dele- — 


gation at the U. N. to reverse its stand against the Asian-Arab bloc 

request that a representative of the Tunisians be heard at the U. N. 

on the Tunisian question. fe 
7. Peace in Korea. Asked the incoming President to avoid any 

_ step which could extend or prolong the Korean war, and to support 
i an immediate cease-fire while the negotiations on the prisoner of 
pe ‘war issue continue. Question was also raised as to the constitution- 
ality of a war by U. S. troops, sent to Korea by decision of the 
Sts President but without a war declaration by Congress. (This last 
em _ point was the one about which the greatest number of questions 
were raised by rank-and-file M.F.S.A. members—who commented 


that Congress had not opposed the war, but supported it by appro- 
___ priations; and that the U. N. as well as U. S. was involved.) 
=) ne 8. Opposition to Capital Punishment. Deep concern was 


ea expressed over the recent executions of government officials in 
a Czechoslovakia, and opposition expressed to capital punishment as 
futile and un-christian whether in the U. S., Czechoslovakia or any 


hogs 
ey 


UREY QUESTIONS ROSENBERG VERDICT 

Dr. Harold C. Urey, one of the outstanding American atomic 
scientists, was among those whom the government failed to call as 
witnesses on the scientific aspects of the evidence in the Rosenberg 
case. Though known for his anti-left political views, Dr. Urey made 
first hand study of the complete trial record in the case (which is 
available), and concluded that there is serious doubt as to their 
guilt, which they have both consistently denied. As a result of his 
study Dr. Urey appealed for judicial clemency. The New York 
Times published the following letter from Dr. Urey on this case in 
its issue of January 8, 1953. 

To THE EDITOR OF THE NEW YORK TIMEs: 

After reading the testimony of the Rosenberg case 1 find that I 
cannot put to rest my doubts about the verdict and wish to cite the 
following points: 

(1) Max Elitcher’s testimony is of doubtful value. He says that 
he and Julius talked about espionage but never transferred any 
information for some five years. This doesn’t seem probable to me.: 

(2) No ceftain conspiracy between Sobell and Rosenberg is 
established. ’ 

(3) The connections to others than Ruth and David Greenglass 
are not established. Miss Bentley was unable to identify the tele- 
phone voice that. said, “This is Julius” with the voice of Julius 
Rosenberg. If “Julius” did not refer to him in this case, it probably 
did not when Harry Gold said, “I came from Julius” when he met 
Greenglass in New Mexico. From Gold’s testimony it seems that he 
knew nothing of Rosenberg at all. It seems unbelievable to me that 
the name of an arch conspirator would be used in such identification 

hrases. 
w (4) No contact between the Rosenbergs and Anatoli A. Yakovlev 
is established. ; 

(5) The Government's case rests on the testimony of Ruth and 
David Greenglass. He had pleaded guilty, but had not been sen- 
tenced and hoped for clemency. She has never been charged and 
tried, obviously it seems as a reward for her Serer b A family 
feud between the Greenglasses and Rosenbergs existed because of a 
business altercation. The Rosenberg’s testimony flatly contradicted 
that of the Greenglasses. 

I found the Rosenbergs’ testimony more believable than that of 
the Greenglasses, although I realize that I have not had the jurors’ 
advantage of hearing and seeing the witnesses. Is it customary for 
spies to be paid in wrist watches and console tables? Greenglass and 
Fuchs were paid in cash. The Rosenbergs appear to have been as 
poor as churchmice and the statement that Julius was spending $50 
ot $75 a night in night clubs seems to me to be a very doubtful 
one. Had he done this, he would have been obviously and unac- 
countably rich to all his associates. : 

However, even if the verdict is correct, I am amazed at the 
unequal punishment for the same crime. For the very same conspir- 
acy Ruth Greenglass was never brought to trial, though she admitted 

er guilt on the witness stand; David Greenglass got fifteen years; 
Morton Sobell and Harry Gold got thirty years, and Ethel and Julius 
Rosenberg got death. Only the last two took the witness stand and 
maintained their innocence. If capital punishment is to be given in 
the future for espionage I should like to have it introduced in a case 
for which the evidence rests on the testimony of witnesses who did 
not stand to profit from their testimony. I do not regard self-confessed 
ctiminals as reliable witnesses. 

We are engaged in a cold war with the tyrannical Government of 
the U.S.S.R. We wish to win the approval and loyalty of the good 
people of the world. Would it not be embarrassing if, after the 
execution of the Rosenbergs, it could be shown that the United 
States had executed two innocent people and let a guilty one go — 
completely free? And, remember, somewhere there is a representa- 
tive of the U.S.S.R. who knows what the facts are. 

I strongly urge a careful reconsideration of this sentence. 

—HAROLD C, UREY, Chicago, Jan. 5, 1953 


LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN 


THE ROSENBERG CASE oa 


As we go to ps the scheduled electrocution of Ethel and Julius 
Rosenberg has been postponed until the President can act on the 
formal petition filed by them and their attorney for executive clem- 
ency. It appears probable now, therefore, that final presidential 
action may have to be by incoming President, Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower, M.F.S.A. members who approve the M.F.S.A. request for 
presidential clemency will now need to write or wire President — 
Eisenhower (even if they have previously written President — 
Truman). Bont et, + 23 


FILIBUSTER AND CIVIL RIGHTS eee 
_ The new Congress began its work by. making civil rights le 
tion more difficult if not impossible, when a bipartisan cc 
by Sen. Majority Leader ‘Taft tabled a move of Senate 
change Senate rules at the outset—and thus make 
filibusters which prevent Senate consideratio 
fill campaign promises against racial discr 


“ a 4 
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SUPREME COURT OUTLAWS OKLAHOMA 
LOYALTY OATH 


By unanimous (8-0) vote, the U. S. Supreme Court has upheld 
the teachers in Oklahoma who refused to sign that state’s loyalty 
oath, and has ruled that oath unconstitutional—one of the strongest 
blows for civil liberties in recent months. The Oklahoma oath pro- 
scribed present or recent membership in any organization listed by 
the Attorney General as subversive or a Communist front, On that 
feature of the oath Justice Tom Clark wrote for the Court: “Under 
the Oklahoma act, the fact of association alone determines disloyalty 
and disqualification; it matters not whether association existed inno- 
cently or knowingly. To thus inhibit individual-freedom of move- 
ment is to stifle the flow of democratic expression and controversy at 
one of its chief sources.” 

Justice Hugo Black, concurring, wrote: “THe state act prescribing 
that test oath is fatally offensive to the due process guarantee of the 
United States Constitution. The Oklahoma oath statute is but one 
manifestation of a national network of laws aimed at coercing and 
controlling the minds of men. Test oaths are notorious tools of 
tyranny. When used to shackle the mind they are, or at least they 
should be, unspeakably odious to a free people.’ 

Test oaths are made still more dangerous when combined with 
bills of attainder which like this Oklahoma statute impose pains and 
penalties for past lawful associations and utterances. 

“Governments need and have ample power to punish treasonable 
acts. But it does not follow that they must have a further power to 
punish thought and speech as distinguished from acts. Laws which 
stigmatize and penalize thought and speech of the unorthodox have 
a way of reaching, ensnaring and silencing many more people than 
at first intended. 

“We must have freedom of speech for all or we will in the long 
run have it for none but the cringing and the craven. . . . The right 
to speak on matters of public concern must be wholly free or eventu- 
ally be wholly lost, . . : This uncompromising interpretation of the 
Bill of Rights must prevail if its freedoms are to be saved. Tyran- 
nical totalitarian governments cannot safely allow their people to 
speak with complete freedom. I believe with the framers (of the 
Constitution) that our free government can.” 

Justice Felix Frankfurter also concurred and challenged the oath’s 
provisions against membership in listed organizations: “To require 
such an oath, on pain of a teacher’s loss of his position in case of 
refusal to take the oath, penalizes a teacher for exercising a right of 
association peculiarly characteristic of our people. ; 

“Such joining is an exercise of the rights of free speech and free 
inquiry. By limiting the power of the states to interfere with free- 
dom of speech and inquiry and association, the Fourteenth Amend- 
ment protects all persons, no matter what their calling... . 

“Such unwarranted inhibition upon the free spirit of teachers has 
an unmistakable tendency to chill that free play of the spirit which 
all teachers ought especially to cultivate and practice; it makes for 
caution and timidity in their associations by potential teachers. . . 

“Teachers . . . cannot carry out their great and noble task if the 
conditions for the practice of a responsible and critical mind are 
denied to them.” 


THE INTERNAL MENACE TO OUR LIBERTIES 

“One of the things that could defeat us is fear—fear of the task 
we face, fear of adjusting to it, fear that breeds more fear, sapping 
our faith, corroding our liberties, turning citizen against citizen, ally 
against ally. Fear could snatch away the very values we ate striving 
to defend. ; 

“Already the danger signals have gone up. Already the corrosive 
process has begun. And every diminution of our tolerance, each 
new act of enforced conformity, each idle accusation, each demon- 
stration of hysteria—each new restrictive law—is one more sign 
that we can lose the battle against fear. : 

“The Communists cannot deprive us of our liberties—fear can. 
The Communists cannot stamp out our faith in human dignity— 
fear can. Fear is an enemy within ourselves, and if we do not root it 
out, it may destroy the very way of life we are so anxious to protect. 

“To beat back fear, we must hold fast to our heritage as free men. 
We must renew our confidence in one another, our tolerance, our 
sense of being neighbors, fellow citizens. We must take our stand 
on the Bill of Rights. The inquisition, the star chamber, have no 
place in a free society.”—PRES. HARRY S. TRUMAN, Last State of the 

Union Message to Congress, Jan. 7, 1953 

“Why are ye so fearful? How is it that ye have no faith?”—Jesus 


“Perfect love casteth out fear.”—Paul 


gh schools and colleges, all ioe d 
in reader should eee Sets if not additional copies 
tribution or group study, Order your copy or copies now. 
(.F.S.A., Room 402 150 Fifth Ave., N. Y. Cc). aus 


bs 
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-/ PS, I name as best books of ’52 for us: ‘Williams = 
- Russian Relations” (Rinehart, N. Y.), Brittain’s “Let 
Bread” (Simon and Schuster, N. Y.). Let others nomina 
PARE Se oe cae art 2 ht ae ste a Seg cee 


BEHIND THE HEADLINES 


Time and again the headlines tell of persons called before 
Unamerican committees refusing to answer what reporters call “the 
$64 question” —the one about membership-in the Communist party. 
Since the Supreme Court has kept in jail those sentenced for con- 
tempt who held this question violated the First Amendment, also 
because Smith Act prosecutors have claimed, and court decisions 
held, that the Communist Party is a criminal conspiracy, refusal to 
answer is now generally based on the Fifth Amendment. The clause 
invoked enacts that no person “shall be compelled in any criminal 
case to be a witness against himself.” Usually a person says, on 
advice of counsel, to answer might “tend to incriminate me.” This 
phrase is taken by most people to be an admission of guilt.. The 
better answer would be “I claim my privilege of not testifying 
under the Fifth Amendment.” 


This privilege was made a rule of law in England after the revo- 
lution of 1688 because political trials had literally become inquisi- 
tions. With this experience behind them, our founding fathers put 
the rule into the constitution and the fundamental law of the ori- 
ginal states. Well knowing that it could be used to enable a few 
guilty to escape, they considered it more important to protect. the 
innocent from becoming victims of unscrupulous or ambitious 
prosecutors. This necessity increases when political beliefs.are made 
crimes, as the young nation found out when the Alien and Sedition 
Act was passed. It is multiplied today when the nation is suffering 
from political hysteria, mounting into mania, which makes an 
impartial jury practically impossible and promotes successful prose- 
cutors to the bench. 


Our highest courts have repeatedly exposed the fallacy of holding 
that the use of the constitutional protection against self incrimination 
is itself an act of self incrimination. That is the reductio ad absur- 
dum. To fall into it is also to violate the basic principle of demo- 
cratic justice which holds an accused person innocent until proven 
guilty. In the current political cases it is also to accept the constitu- 
tionality of the Smith and McCarran acts, to agree that the mere 
expression, teaching and advocacy of beliefs constitutes guilt. Conse- 
quently conscientious judges always warn juries that claiming the 
privilege of the Fifth Amendment is not to be considered admission 
of guilt, does not even justify a presumption of guilt. 


Where failure to heed and act upon this warning leads is revealed 
by the recent Trucks act in Michigan, a clause in which provides 


_ that to claim protection of the Fifth Amendment, in a hearing or 


court, “shall be prima facie evidence that such a person is a com- 
munist or a knowing member of a communist front organization.” 
This law was preceded first by a little Smith Act making “advocacy 
of force and violence a crime’; then by an amendment to the state 
constitution denying anyone charged with subversion the right to 
use constitutional guarantees in his defense. As need for the passage 
of the Trucks, Act the State Police Commissioner asserted in the 
hearings “We have never been able to prove that any person, even 
an admitted communist . . . advocated force and violence.” 


The wider consequences of the attack on the Fifth Amendment 
are seen in the astounding spectacle of the Secretary General of the 
U.N. dismissing U. S. members of the staff who refused to answer 
a McCarran subcommittee $64 question, that is for exercising their 
constitutional rights. The tawdry excuse was that the U. N. must- 
observe the law of the land which is its host. What he acted on was 
a decision, contrary to our accepted rule of law, that implicit in a- 
refusal to answer is an admission of guilt. This came from a panel 
of three lawyers, the American a former Attorney General under - 
Herbert Hoover, his British and French colleagues of like political 
persuasion. Thus the organization that produced a declaration on 
Human Rights is being used to break down our Bill of Rights. 


_ None of these things would have happened if the people had 
answered the call to stop the unconstitutional behavior of the first — 
Unamerican Committee, and the Supreme Court had then done its" 
duty concerning the First Amendment. The call to stand up for the 


Fifth Amendment is the last call for the liberals. If they fail now a 


the First Amendment cannot be kept alive. Creeping fascism is 


=) 
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beginning to stand up and march. McCarthy is out to get all who 
“think ‘like communists” and he will Chair an important Senate 


~ 


Committee. Dies comes back with “a list of 100,000 names, to drive = 


the last vestige of the New Deal out of Washington.” Who is going © 
to educate our church members? The task is beyond us. This is the — 
first duty of the new official organization. With the principles laid _ 
down by the Bishops and General Conference behind them they can 
with authority educate our church to their application in the present 
crisis. Let us then raise this demand in every annual conference. 


ote We 
$< Z 
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M.F.S.A. ON THE SMITH 
AND McCARRAN ACTS 


(Resolution Unanimously Adopted by M.F.S.A. 
Membership Meeting, 1952) 


The Methodist Church in the Social Creed has stated: 

“We stand for the recognition and maintenance of the rights and 
responsibilities of free speech, free assembly, and a free press; and 
for the encouragement of free communication of mind with mind, 
as essential to the discovery of truth. ie: 

“We stand for the right of every individual and group of indivi- 
duals to believe in and to advocate any peaceful method for the 
solution of any and all problems that may confront society, Wé 
stand upon the single principle of testing every such proposal in the 
light of the teachings of Jesus.” 

To implement this traditional and firm Methodist stand for free 
speech and free assembly, we ask the 1952 General Conference of 
The Methodist Church to join other churchmen and church bodies 
in calling for repeal of the Smith and McCarran Acts as legislative 
encroachments on our democratic freedom and on the Bill of Rights. 

With reference to the Smith Act, Supreme Court Justice William 
O. Douglas has well stated: “For the first time in the history of our 
country men have been imprisoned (under the Smith Act) not for 
their acts, but for their ideas... . (When) we start probing into 
men’s minds for the motive and purpose; they become entangled in 
the law not for what they did but for what they thought.” 

The McCarran Act endangers our traditional American liberties 
by: 

1. Providing for the deportation of non-citizens on grounds, not 
of overt act, but of alleged belief or association. 

2. Providing for the incarceration of Americans in detention or 
concentration camps (already being built) to be used in times of 
declared emergency for the detention without trial of individuals, 
whom the President, acting through the Attorney General, believes 
capable at some future time of sabotage. No actual criminal act is 
required, only “reasonable grounds for belief” on the part of the 
Attorney General that the individual might be guilty of an act of 
crime at some future date. This violates the American and Anglo- 
Saxon democratic tradition which presumes men innocent until they 
are proven guilty. 

3. By violating the protection of the Fifth Amendment against 
enforced self-incrimination. ; 

4. By putting our government into the business of thought con- 
trol (as accurately charged by the President in his veto message), 
and by penalizing men for beliefs and ideas. 


WAR AND THE PROFIT SYSTEM 


“Commodity Futures broke to the lowest levels since mid-July, 
1950. Losses in cotton ranged up to $2.25 a bale. Wheat declined 
as much as 314c a bushel, rye 3%c, and rubber more than 3{c a Ib. 
Some of the selling was ascribed to British Prime Minister Chur- 
chill’s statement on his arrival in New York that the danger of 
another world war had receded in the past year.” 

—Wall Street Journal, Jan. 6, 1953 


THE UNEMPLOYED ARE WITH YOU ALWAYS 


In Guaranty Survey (11/52), Guaranty Trust Co. accused both 
Presidential candidates of evading the question of dealing with 
coming recession. “Today’s prosperity admittedly rests upon a tem- 
poraty foundation. . . . The readjustment could begin within a year, 
or it could be deferred two years or more. Principal danger is that 
(government) employment policy will overreach itself and try to 
achieve the impossible. Maximum employment need not and should 
not mean full employment, such as is witnessed in a time of war. 
. . . Some unemployment there must always be, even in booms, and 
at some times more than others.” 
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NOTES ON OUR WAR ECONOMY 


Outgoing Pres. Truman has just sent Congress his proposed bud- 
get for 1953-54. These facts can be noted about this budget: 

1. It is another warfare budget. Said the President: “This budget 
is dominated, as the last three have been, by the cost of national 
security. 73% of all expenditures will be for .. . military services, 
international security and foreign relations, development of atomic 
energy, promotion of defense production and economic stabilization, 
civil defense, and merchant marine. . . . An additional 14% will be 
for interest and for veterans (also war-related).” Only 13% remains, 
and even part of that is war-related “such as the port security pro- 
gram of the Coast Guard and the internal security program of the 
FBI.” . re 

2. The budget anticipates the largest peacetime deficit in U. S. 
history: 9.9 billion dollars—which would bring our national deficit 
to nearly 274 billion dollars. This is despite the fact that taxes are 
at an all-time high—nearly doubled since 1950, This budget anti- 
cipates the heaviest spending in history save for World War II; and 
the expected one-year deficit of 9.9 billions is larger than total 
federal expenditures in any peacetime year before 1941. ; 

3. Since Pres. Truman is making no legislative proposals this 
year his budget is shorn of usual welfare items involved (e.g., for 
Federal Aid to Education, the National Health Program, etc.). ; 

This budget, like its cold war predecessors, punctures the illusion 
that we have lived of late in what can factually be described a 
“Welfare” or “Fair Deal” State. 


“BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS...” 


“War today between the Soviet empire and the free nations might 
dig the grave not only of our Stalinist opponents, but of our own 
society, our world as well as theirs... . i 

“Since Alamogordo we have developed atomic weapons with 
many times the explosive-force of the early models, and we have 
produced them in substantial quantities. 

“And recently, in the thermonuclear tests at Eniwetok, we have 
entered another stage in the world-shaking development of atomic 
energy. From now on man moves into a new era of destructive 
power capable of creating explosions of a new order of magnitude, 
dwarfing the mushroom clouds of Hiroshima and Nagasaki... . We 
are being hurried forward, in our mastery of the atom, from one 
discovery to another, toward yet unforeseeable peaks of destructive 

ower. ... 

“The war of the future would be one in which man could extin- 
guish millions of lives at one blow, demolish the great cities of the 
world, wipe out the cultural achievements of the past—and destroy 
the very structure of a civilization that has been slowly and painfully 
built up through hundreds of generations. Such a war is not a pos- 

sible policy for rational men.” 
—Pres. HARRY S. TRUMAN, Last State of the 
Union Message to Congress, Jan. 7, 1953 


““WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS...” 


A Wall St. Journal feature article (11/18) concerns “Commerce 
Secretary Chas. Sawyer, now touring Europe to survey the economic 
situation there.” Some U. S. businessmen in West Germany advised 
against “new investment in West German industry until profits 
can be brought out of the Federal Republic in dollars.” “German 
industrialists and bankers themselves . . . urged him to encourage 
U. S. investment in West Germany on a scale of $6 billion or more. 
. ... They believe dollar investment would be a strong guarantee of 
continuing U. S. military and political support in the future.” 


LITERATURE YOU WILL WANT 


Don’t Be A Jerk, a League for Fair Play publication by Hedi 
Seligsohn, is an excellent companion volume to M-F.S.A.’s Propa- 
ganda How and Why It Works. Though listed at 25c and well 
worth it, M.F.S.A. can offer Don’t Be @ Jerk to Bulletin readers for 
the bargain price of 10c (even less for bulk orders)—but only 
while the supply lasts. It is excellent for both young and adult group 
study on prejudice. 

Twenty-Five Years of Religious and Social Change, by Bishop 
Francis J. McConnell, Honorary Chairman of M.F:S.A., is still avail- 
able to you, in limited quantity, for 0Sca copy! _ ea. 

Peace, War and You, by Jerome Davis, 1952, was first published _ 
at $3.00. While the supply lasts we have an edition of this valuable 
peace aid, available to you for only $1.00. . \ vac ae 
: You would be wise to send your orders TODAY for this valuable 
iterature! 
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copies of Twenty-Five Yearsvof ‘Religious and Social Change; 
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